
 

2026.06.02 MiraCosta College Foundation Quarterly Board Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 4 

 

  
 

MIRACOSTA COLLEGE FOUNDATION BOARD  
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES - June 2, 2026 
 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
The MiraCosta Community College Foundation Board of Directors met in open session on Tuesday, 
June 2, 2026, in the Student Center on the MiraCosta College District’s Technology Career Institute 
campus (2075 Las Palmas Dr, Carlsbad, CA 92011). President Janice Kurth called the meeting to order 
at 3:01 p.m. The meeting was live-streamed on Zoom.  
 

II. ROLL CALL, WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS  
Board Members Present:  
Alma Flores  Michelle Gray  Janice Kurth  Josh Mazur    
Neil McCarthy  Dave McGuigan Amy McNamara Cindy Musser    
Karen Pearson Val Saadat   Anthony Spano  Denise Stillinger 
Sharon Wiback (4:16)    
    
Board Members Absent:  
Hema Crocket  Diane Mills  Tim Snodgrass    
 
Board Candidates Present:  
Gina Mancuso  Rod Freeman  Jacqueline Pierson   
 
Guests/Advisors/Staff Present:  
Nathaniel Atkins  Shannon Atkins  Brian Astredo   Laural Cooper   
Thiago Barranco  Carisa Chavez Raye Clendening  Tori Fishinger    
Elba Gomez (3:08) Elizabeth Lurenana  Bobby Mueller  Tina Ortiz    
Diego Padilla   Jim Sullivan   Kathy Phelan   Shannon Stubblefield  
Tom Tubon 

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS ON AND NOT ON THE AGENDA  
None 

  

IV. CHANGES IN AGENDA ORDER  
None 

 

V. GOVERNANCE AND NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

A. Board Member Flores presented the Board candidates, Rod Freeman and Jacqueline Pierson, 
for final approval.  
 
By motion of Board Member McGuigan, seconded by Secretary Musser, Rod Freeman and 
Jacqueline Pierson were approved as presented.  
Vote:   12/0/0/4 

  Aye:  Gray, Flores, Kurth, Mazur, McCarthy, McGuigan, McNamara, Musser, Pearson,  
     Saadat, Spano, Stillinger 

Nay:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent:  Crockett, Mills, Snodgrass, Wiback 
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VI. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS  

A. President Kurth welcomed the new board members, Bryan Fletcher, Rod Freeman, Gina 
Mancuso, and Jacqueline Pierson, whose terms will begin on July 1, 2026.  

B. All persons in attendance, including Board members, advisors, staff, and guests, introduced 

themselves. 
 

VII. CONSENT AGENDA  
A.  Minutes of the February 24, 2026, Meeting 
B. Approval of FY25/26 Q3 Financial Statements & Recap  
C. Board Officer Election Policy  
D. Meeting Calendar for FY26/27  

 
By motion of Treasurer Musser, seconded by Board Member Saadat, the consent agenda was 
approved as presented.  
Vote:   12/0/0/4 

  Aye:  Gray, Flores, Kurth, Mazur, McCarthy, McGuigan, McNamara, Musser, Pearson,  
     Saadat, Spano, Stillinger 

Nay:  None 
Abstain: None 
Absent:  Crockett, Mills, Snodgrass, Wiback 
 

VIII. PRESENTATIONS  
A. VP/ED Stubblefield introduced student speaker Shannon Atkins. A question-and-answer 

session followed, during which Ms. Atkins shared her personal experiences and future goals. 
B. Assistant Superintendent/VP of Administrative Services, Elba Gomez, gave a presentation on 

future Facilities plans, highlighting conceptual designs for new construction and potential 
funding considerations. 

C. Vice President Pearson gave a presentation on the FY26/27 Fundraising Plan. 
 

IX. COLLEGE UPDATES  
A. Assistant Superintendent/Vice President Gomez provided updates on recent college accolades, 

including MiraCosta College being named a semifinalist for the Aspen Prize for Community 
College Excellence and recognition for its dual enrollment partnership with Oceanside Unified 
School District. She highlighted student success and commencement outcomes, including 
nearly 2,000 graduates, notable transfer achievements, scholarship awards, and recognition for 
the college’s jazz orchestra and marketing team through national awards. She also shared 
updates on a new regional initiative to expand college and career pathways for high school 
students. Athletic achievements were noted, including strong performances by women’s 
basketball, beach volleyball, and rugby teams. Lastly, it was shared that Board Vice Chair Raye 
Clendening was recently featured in The Osider Magazine for her contributions to the 
community. 

B. Vice President Clendening announced that President/Superintendent Dr. Sunita “Sunny” Cooke 
was recognized as a CEO of the Year honoree in the Public Service (Education) category by the 
San Diego Business Journal, reflecting her leadership and regional impact. It was also noted 
that Assistant Superintendent/Vice President of Administrative Services Elba Gomez was 
recently featured in La Revista Binacional San Diego, highlighting her professional journey and 
contributions to higher education. The Board of Trustees provided an update on the 
President/Superintendent search process, noting that final interviews were conducted and that 
an announcement regarding the selected candidate is anticipated in late June. 

C. Outgoing President Padilla introduced incoming President Thiago Barranco, who spoke about 
his interest in serving as ASG President. President Padilla reported that all but two Associated 
Student Government (ASG) positions for FY 2026–27 have been filled. 
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D. President Sullivan provided an overview of the Academic Senate, emphasizing its role and 
commitment to student learning. At his request, student Nathaniel Atkins shared a highlight from 
one of his classes this year. 

E. Board Member McNamara provided an update on Measure MM, noting continued progress on 
capital projects and overall program expenditures. She highlighted the Media Arts Complex 
receiving a Project Achievement Award and reported on the completion of the 3000 series 
complex, with move-in anticipated this summer. It was also noted that the ICBOC Annual Report 
will move forward to the Board of Trustees as part of the consent agenda. 
 

X. RECOGNIZE OUTGOING FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS 
A. President Kurth and VP/ED Stubblefield recognized the eight Board Members ending  

their terms.   
 

XI. COMMITTEE, AD HOC, AND TASK FORCE REPORTS 
A. Executive Committee  

i. President Kurth reviewed board engagement items, including Board Dashboards, Board 
Member Kudos, and progress on the President's Goals for the Board.   

ii. President Kurth presented the final FY26/27 & FY27/28 Slate of Officers.  
 

  By motion of Board Member Stillinger, seconded by Board Member Wiback, the FY26/27  
  & FY27/28 Slate of Officers was approved as presented.  
  Vote:   13/0/0/3 
  Aye:  Gray, Flores, Kurth, Mazur, McCarthy, McGuigan, McNamara, Musser,  
    Pearson, Saadat, Spano, Stillinger, Wiback 
  Nay:  None 
  Abstain: None 
  Absent: Crockett, Mills, Snodgrass 

 
B. Resource Development Ad hoc Committee  

i. Board Member McGuigan provided an update on fundraising for the Coastal Celebration 
event, noting that sponsorships are sold out.  

a. The committee is asking all board members to attend the event and purchase 
two tickets or sponsor the event. There is a reduced ticket price available to 
foundation board members as members of the President’s Circle, which staff will 
send to the full board.   

b. Event proceeds will benefit the Sunny Futures Fund for student and program 
support.   

C. Finance Committee 
i. Chair Musser reviewed the Key Performance Indicators for FY25/26 Q3 and the 

Operations & Allocations Budget to Actual for FY25/26 Q3. 
ii. VP/ED Stubblefield reviewed the FY26/27 Budget. 

 
 By motion of President Kurth, seconded by Board Member Saadat, the FY26/27  
 Budget was approved as presented.  

  Vote:   13/0/0/3 
  Aye:  Gray, Flores, Kurth, Mazur, McCarthy, McGuigan, McNamara, Musser,  
    Pearson, Saadat, Spano, Stillinger, Wiback 
  Nay:  None 
  Abstain: None 
  Absent: Crockett, Mills, Snodgrass 

 
D. Audit Committee 

i. Board Member McCarthy presented the FY24/25 Audit.  
 
By motion of Vice President Pearson, seconded by Board Member McNamara, the 
board approved the FY24/25 Audit as presented.   

https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=ef6e6021-4f16-48dc-8a88-e865204977ee&envId=p-rknRsi22N0mn9sOkfuM_HA&zone=usa
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=963af78b-609d-487b-9b22-d86f5a999b5a&envid=p-rknRsi22N0mn9sOkfuM_HA&zone=usa
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=ef6e6021-4f16-48dc-8a88-e865204977ee&envId=p-rknRsi22N0mn9sOkfuM_HA&zone=usa
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=963af78b-609d-487b-9b22-d86f5a999b5a&envid=p-rknRsi22N0mn9sOkfuM_HA&zone=usa
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  Vote:   13/0/0/3 
  Aye:  Gray, Flores, Kurth, Mazur, McCarthy, McGuigan, McNamara, Musser,  
    Pearson, Saadat, Spano, Stillinger, Wiback 
  Nay:  None 
  Abstain: None 
  Absent: Crockett, Mills, Snodgrass 
.  

D. Grants and Scholarships Ad hoc Committee 
i. Board Member Saadat gave an update on the awarding of Foundation Board Grants and 

Scholarships for the spring. 
 

XII. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MEETING & EVENT CALENDAR 
 
 
Next Quarterly Board Meeting (Community Learning Center) 
Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
 
Next Resource Development Ad hoc Committee Meeting (Zoom) 

Monday, June 8, 2026, at 2:00 – 2:45 p.m.  
Next Grants & Scholarships Ad hoc Committee Meeting (Oceanside Campus & Zoom) 

Tuesday, July 28, 2026, at 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Next Governance and Nominations Committee Meeting (Technology Career Institute) 

Tuesday, August 4, 2026, at 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
Next Executive Committee Meeting (San Elijo Campus) 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at 3:45 – 5:00 p.m. 
Next Finance Committee Meeting (San Elijo Campus) 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Next Audit Committee Meeting (San Elijo Campus) 
 Tuesday, May 11, 2027, at 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
Dr. Cooke Retirement Fundraising Event (Oceanside – Barnard Campus) 
 Saturday, June 13, 2026 at 4:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

XIII. POSSIBLE FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
None 
 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m. 

 

President Executive Director
Karen Pearson (Aug 31, 2026 17:12:13 PDT) Shannon Stubblefield (Aug 31, 2026 17:19:54 PDT)

https://na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAJnzh9d5vXU95zs5DzaZWwuH84z5FQTWU
https://adobefreeuserschannel.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAJnzh9d5vXU95zs5DzaZWwuH84z5FQTWU
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