
The cost of textbooks is an obstacle.
We all know that college is not cheap. For many students, paying tuition can be a stretch 
on family budgets. But tuition costs are often far less than the cost of textbooks. In fact, the 
average cost of books and supplies for college students is $1,250 per year—an amount that 
is beyond the means of many community college students. According to a recent college 
survey, 56 percent admitted that they have put off getting the necessary materials for their 
classes because of the cost. One in six chose not to enroll in or dropped a class because of 
the cost of textbooks.

Putting free books into the hands of students.
The MiraCosta College Textbook Assistance Program, funded by the MiraCosta College 
Foundation, is free to all MiraCosta College students who need � nancial help to be 
successful. Applications for the program are available to students when they enroll in 
classes, making it easier for them to seek needed assistance. Once students are approved, 
they are provided with one or two textbooks for the semester. When the semester is � nished, 
the loaned textbooks are returned to the program, to be lent out again to others. 

When a textbook isn’t available through the Textbook Assistance Program, the student is 
given a voucher to pay for the textbook. At the end of the semester, that textbook becomes 
part of the program, expanding its collection, and providing future lending. Being assisted 
with textbooks makes a difference in students’ lives year after year.

More assistance is needed.
The Textbook Assistance Program has a signi� cant impact on students’ educational careers, 
but there simply are not enough books, not enough vouchers, and not enough dollars 
in the Textbook Fund to meet all students’ requests. Of the 2,011 students who applied for 
the program in the 2015-2016 academic year, only 1,246 were able to be served. Textbook 
assistance increases student retention, persistence, and success, all positive outcomes that 
can come from a single gift.
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Academic Year 2015–16
Textbook 
Assistance 
Snapshot 
•  2,011 students applied for 

textbook loans

• 1,246 students were served

• 1,335 textbooks were loaned out

•  233 new books were purchased and 
became part of the program

• Average textbook cost was $155

Textbook 
Assistance 
Program

MiraCosta College supports students 
in need

 “The Textbook Assistance Program cannot help every 
student or every class. But for those we can assist, the 
program makes a huge difference in their success, 
retention and persistence.” —Yesenia Balcazar, 
Interim Faculty Director EOPS/CARE



Textbook 
Assistance Program
Help us expand an award-winning program.
The program was such a good idea that it earned the 2010 Board of Governors’ Exemplary Program Award from the California 
Academic Senate. According to MiraCosta College Superintendent/President Dr. Sunny Cooke, “The Textbook Assistance Program 
makes a powerful contribution to student success. It is an innovative way to ensure that the high cost of textbooks does not stand in the 
way of students achieving their academic dreams.”

Join the MiraCosta College Foundation in providing textbook assistance. This is a program that leverages your donation to serve 
multiple students, helping each one in their program, their class work, their lives, and strengthening their determination to succeed. 
Your philanthropic dollar goes further through our Textbook Assistance Program.

One of the biggest barriers to students is the cost of textbooks. Your gift can break that barrier.

Please accept my gift for the Textbook Assistance Program.
❏ $1,000     ❏ $500     ❏ $100     ❏ Other $ ___________________________________

❏ Enclosed is my check for $ _________________________________________________ Make checks payable to: MiraCosta College Foundation.

❏ Please charge $ ___________________________________________________________   to my credit card.  ❏ Visa     ❏ MasterCard     ❏ Discover     ❏ American Express*

Card # ______________________________________________________________________   Exp. Date ______________

Security Code _____________________________ (last 3 digits printed on card back)  (*AMEX—4 digits printed on card front)

Name on Card ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

❏ Donor name(s) for public recognition purposes:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

❏ I wish to make this gift anonymously

Billing Address:

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________   State____________  Zip ___________   Telephone ( ____________) ____________________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________________________________________________________

MiraCosta Alumna/us?  Year____________ ____   Maiden Name (if applicable) _____________________________________________________________________________________

❏ Please call me about how I can help make a difference

Your gift is tax deductible as provided by law. The MiraCosta College Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonpro� t corporation. Our tax ID number is: 95-6151938.

Mail to: MiraCosta College Foundation, 1 Barnard Drive, Oceanside, CA 92056

How you can make a difference.
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